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In 1731 he became a law student at the University of Ktoigs-
berg, where he also studied theology, philosophy, and classical
literature.
On completing his university studies Kleist entered the
Danish Army, in which his grandfather had served as major.
On the accession of Frederick II of Prussia he returned to
Germany and obtained a commission in one of the newly
formed Prussian regiments. During the first part of the War
of the Austrian Succession his regiment was in garrison at
Potsdam. Kleist had no sympathy with the amusements of
his brother officers. He had made friends with a civil servant
of about his own age, Gleim, a former student of the University
of Halle and a gifted * Anacreontic' poet; with his friend he
read poetry, and began himself to write. Campaigning in the
latter part of the war, in Bohemia, he was impressed by its
horrors. Retired to garrison life, he wrote poems on war and
on country life—the life which he sighed after, in vain.
Kleist was unmarried, and inclined to melancholy. Poetry
was his consolation, especially poetry of the countryside. In
1749 his great poem Fruhling (Spring) was published, the year
after the publication of the first part of KJopstock's Messias.
Recognized as a work of genius, Fruhling brought Kleist the
friendship of Wieland and other poets, and opened the happiest
period of his life.
When the Seven Years War came Kleist went on active
service with his regiment. After the Prussian Army overran
Saxony he was stationed for a time in Leipzig/ at that time
the most cultured city in Germany. Next he went on cam-
paign during the Russian invasion of Prussia. Leading his
company against a Russian battery at Kunersdorf on August
12, 1759, Kleist, now a major, was wounded in the right hand.
Taking his sword in his left hand, he continued the fight along
with his men until a ball shattered his right leg. Without
medical attendance he lay all night on the battlefield; next
morning he was taken to Frankfort-on-the-Oder, where he
died on August 24.
The officers as well as the men were * international/ because

